Close to Nature-
.J. Samsel
Camping mixed the excitement of all aspects
of the outdoors. Bill Brockway prepares for a
weekend at Ft. DeSoto.
Gracefully, the small bass rig slides
across the calm water. Only the harmo-
nized singing of the mockingbirds breaks
the crisp silence. The fisherman almost be-
comes a part of the natural environment as
he quietly casts towards the swaying reeds.
These ideal conditions brought many stu-
dents out to Lake Tarpon or Lake Seminole
in pursuit of the ultimate gamefish.
Of course, many young people were
drawn to the great outdoors by more than
the quest for a largemouth bass. Others
found outdoor entertainment through
camping, hunting, hiking and canoeing.
Each one of these pursuits allowed students
to enjoy the peace of nature and the chance
to get away from school and home.
Some students took great interest in
hunting. This proved not only a test of skill
and a great sports challenge, but like any
other outdoor sport it included the natural
variable of the animals.
Another popular form of outdoor enter-
tainment was hiking. Following the trails of
the Hillsborough River and the Alafia Riv-
er, students blazing trails through heavy
woods and peaceful fields alike enjoyed the
sounds of the animal life, the fresh scent of
the blossoming flowers, and the pleasing
sights of nature.
Another way to spend an afternoon with
nature was to go canoeing. Students not
having canoes or access to canoes found
rental spots at camps or parks. Students
who canoed enjoyed the physical challenge
of maneuvering the craft as well as the
chance to be close to life.
Camping proved the ultimate in outdoor
fun, because students on a camping trip
could enjoy hunting, canoeing, hiking, and
of course fishing while on the trip.
In all of these ways, students found great
pleasure in getting together and taking ad-
vantage of the great outdoors. ?
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